SIXTH SECTION
TWELVE PAGES

The Sun.

NEW YORK SUNDAY

—

FEBRUARY 20,

SPECIAL FEATURE
SECTION

]916 — Copyright, 1916, by the Sun Printing and Publiyhing Association.

. — S —

P —— e

BRITISH NAVY AMERICAS BULWA

By EDWARD MARSHALL.

HEN 1 met Lord Charlea

Heresford in london | askod

him to suggest to me what

he thought might have heen

the mnet desirable ocourse for the

U'nited Htates to follow from the out-

et with regard to the Ruropean war,
and he refused

“1 e Zive

tation except my own.”

never to advice to any
said he, "and

surely 1 never would venture to give

advice 1o one as intelligent and aws
capable of judging for iteelf as the
I nited Sates, Every country is the

Leat Sudge of
Therefore,

t= own affalrs.

even assuming that 1

b dear as to what America might
ave done after the outbreak of the
war, or

as to what she now might
wsely do other than that which she is

doing, 1 stil] should decline to answer
t particular query, That sort of
il from a resident of one country

it the actual or possible procedure
mother country never tends to pro-
mote good feeling, and no subject of
the British Empire can have any desire
o promate anything except good feel-
g hwiween his country and yours,
“T am willing, however, to make defl-
o stutements with regard to certain
matters concerning which there seems
to have been disagreement between
\merican citizens and some Brit-
of in view of my
in the Hritish navy 1
willing to speak about
war sea power, what it has done in our
warfare with Germany and the part ¢
as played in our relationshipe with
the Tnlted Stiateg sines the war hegan,
“Trirgr 1 feel perfectly free to declare
and perfectly

somy

~ vitiaens

s

course
coong interest

am especially

certain of the accuracy
of my statement when I do declare
that Britlsh power has noet op-
pressed the United States nor any citi-
zen or citizens of the United States
since this war began.

“A good deal of talk has cmanated
from Germany and from Germans in
the United States which has held "Brit-
1=h navali=m’ comparable with
German militarism In yranny and in-
Justice, The Germans as a whaole have

sen

to be

condemned onupe go-called navalism' as

we condemn millitarism

‘Ap a mdtter of fact there

thelr
18 no real
foundagon for argument of that sert,
The two things are not at all rightfully
compuruble,

“The the seu as created
Ly Britain before the war and ag dem-
succeessfully during the

mastery of

rinied vers

vorPoss of 'he war not only has been
means to and a protection of our ex-
<te s as an empire but has been eos-
1*wt] 1o the preservation, not of a
iritish monopoly of the seas (as Ger-

nany would urge) but to the preserva-
twom of the freedom of the seas to all—
1o and for that
herself

we have held this
there has

us, Lo you, matter to
Germany
"W

of the

e mastery

seas been no com-

uerclal oppression, no exclusions from
isave that exclusion of the
Furopean Powers whoeh
precipitated when t!
this greut war) of any
nation’s shipping, Admittng for the
sthe of argument that Britain has

the seas commercially as

Can

contral ithe:

themselves ey

precipitated

dominuted

<hie has in & naval sense, yvet all must

A admit that she has dominated
nrouzh’ falr competit.on  in ocean
Ll

LGritish ‘navalism’ Las meant fair
cipetition on the highwavs of the
v, whereas German militarism, if in
ome nightmare era of the future it
could become as dominant, inevitably

wolld mean the complete destruction
of liberal civilization, rights of
sinall nations and the happiness of the
world. In other words, it would put

k.'ing handicap upon the progress
4 humanity.

the

‘I ecannot see that thore I8

pesity for me to dididte on this point

any

11 ihis stage of events Since the
comnng of this war the world abun-

dautly has heen #hown what German
nination means on  land Wher-

ver the Germans go small nations

and rights of the citizens of small
watlons disappear, wiped out by the

Lrital and Inhuman practices of Ger.

nan el tarism. which openly avows
poiicy of duing Just that.
Any prophet of its procedure in
the unbelievable case that it should
cve 1o masgtery of the seas would
. 4 to tmse his prophecies upon

upon land, and would

o drewdful

[N dohte
} thiem far t Lo contem-
1 calin, even af Inepe prophe-
the world's
it was bhe-
mignt
it,

L | such a dire cvent

anmerce wolld not he us
free 1o whosaever
fis) curneeie sfully for

trade should e, it would

I i Wil

a8

tnnate

(L

e eaclusively Gernan - the tri

cthier nation woold  bee dee

Ao dant videnoe  from

\world, They meant to maintain it by

their own lipg, from the pens of their
best known and politically most highly
inspired writers s at hand upon this
subject for any one who cares to ex-
amine,

“German leaders intended. if they
won the war, to dominate the whole
world's trade and to maintain that
domination by means other than opem
competition with the natlons of the

English Sea Power Stands for True Freedom
of the Seas, German Militarism for

World Domination, Is His Mes-
sage to the United States

force. This Britain never has done.”

T asked Lord Charles now to explain
to me the action of the British Govern-
ment with regard to the ocean com-
merce of neutralpg since the war hegan,
calling his attention to the fact that
many n America whose sympathies
upon the broad questions involved in
the war certainly cannot truthfully be
called pro-German belleva that Eng
land persistently hae violated the rights
of neutral shipping. 1 explained to
him that, a= of course he already knew,
even the lcast pro-German newspapers
in the United SBtates have felt them-
selves called upon from time to time to
express the Kkeenest regret and dis-
pleasure over the course which the
Kritish Governmen® has taken with pe-
gard to cargoes and bhottoms from
America upon the high seas.

l.ord Charles, who knows maritime
in all human probability,

law mus well,

as any other man alive to-day, nodded
almos: ws if in agreement with the
American critics of (reat Beitain. I

have noted #ince 1 have wen In BEng
land thie time that Englishmen as &

whole are very ready to criticiee their

fellow countrymen, are no less ready
Lo accept criticism of themselves up
to the point at leas: of giving it a

most respectful and toierably thought-
ful hearing. T have heard more criti-
cism of Greu: Britain, as a matter of
fuct, in Kogland than 1 sver have
heard in the United States or thun has
me trom any of the other
countr.es of I-:u'rope.

“The diMeult position at
hiave

come o

which
arrived with regard to weu-

W
Nuw

trais,” he granted, “ia of quite our own
must be bla:

see’ il

making. We alone i fon’

1 hoid the
of the British Government
for It

tan

‘walt and wy

reprotigile
ha= [acked decsio
We should have taken action promptly
when st

procedure

WHP began, but we dud

i =,

‘Every man of sense, certainly every

Briton, e war ended as

T wWe

wanis t

soon s possible began we
4l WeTe anlXious 1o See [t end am
[t keems absurd to devote

words Lo the, statemen: of 0 obvio

s00n
as poseible
us a

fact.

‘By following a course which we did

ot foliow, unhappily for al: concerned,
wi might have hastencd its ending.
That s my unalterabl: beder and 1
do ot fear that | ever shell chanee il

Withou: violation of the law of ba-

tons and with extreme good seise we
migh: have declared and maintained
an effective blockade, making contra-
band of ever)thing shipped to or in
directly going hite Germany.,

“Every neutial pation in the world
wolld  have acoepted that, cven
thooagh  they  might  have protested LORD CHARLES BERESFORD.
against it Effective ulockade and the As he appeared recently at the memorial service for Edith Caveli in St. Paul's.
declurat on of contraband of war ane Fes byttt o o R e W
undersiomd.  They have Heen recol- g0 o0 pracedute of your own vour action, they  argaed  th th Contraimd. My the time we bad Wwe-
pixed as legal ‘war time meusures in Government during  vour olvil war dnerican peopie would say nothine o connplisliea this Ciermany hod
all parts of the world when the North made eatton contra protest, hut wonld gamely smile and suceceded in importing from you all ot

"You Jyourselves not only have band, thus stopping all the British endure if in this war the Mritish Go nearly all of the commodity which she
recognized this practice, but you yours e (e of RBritain's most important  ernment took similar action, required for a period of at least one
selves have followed it. Tt is possible 4 . itine and ruining many of the *There WAs eVen more reason in our vear,
that T am wrong in my contentlon, great Lancashire spinners. Had it not case than there was in yonrs for mak “This German importation of Ameri-
but this surely is my view. Let me ... eor the munificence of our own  ing cotton contrabund, for the ads can cotton was, for us, a very serlous
give You an example of your utihiza- people we at that time should have vaneces of science and toe consegie matter. Every vargo of American cot-
tion of this idea. seen hundreds of thousands of people  Giteration in the formulie for the manu- ten Which reached Germany meant a

“Cotton exportation has an intimate 404 ng in England, facture of explosives has added o vits cortain nuimber of day s of prolongation
aid important effect upon the pros- “This fact cannot e denied, and my wrgiment which did not then exist te fothe wak, at @ cost (o Great Britain
peray of American trade, T am told information has bween that, baxng s those in the minds of any one belliger- = NI 000 - 00000 & diny #nd
and believe, although T myaelf cannat prognostication upon it your Wasli- ent nation for exclisi foeotton from thousands of Britsh solders’ lives lost,
vouch fgr the statement, that directly  yean Government at the outhreak of the Imports of its adversary helliger- STa oy miind the saddest etror made
e went to war your Government a! this Furepean war ofcal'y or unofti eni. {iapat Beliain i the wn-ln'm of the
Washington notified the cotton Rrow. cinlly strongly advised your Southern “Cotton was not then, bt pow s War was the faet that the British navy
ing States of your South, in effect,  papters not to pin their falth o ghsolutely necessary to the manutae- Wwas not wllowed by the Government te
that we British were morally certain catton but to put in other crops. ture of high explosive compounds: and rip (lornginy by the throat, as It were,
to make cotton contraband of war, as “Another statement has heen made It s no less necessary now than then at the very beginming of hostilities,  1f
such action on the part of the British to me which Liears out this idea, and to the manufacture of clothing for the had been permitied 1o do that, which
Government had an undeniable prece- o0 0 g net only chambers of  tPoops and ather essentinls of suceess- gt was very well alile 1o do, the war
dent in the procedurs of the American commeree  thronghout the Southern ful campaigning It emphatically = would have been o sl long ere this,
Federal  Government woen during American States but several of your and this cannot be dended, far or “As owe did not take the course which
vour civil war yvour Government al Siute agricultural departments. it not now than then a detinite munition of we should have taken ot the outget of
Washington made cotton contraband vour FFedernt Agriculinril Department War. the war the American Government
nf war. advised preparation for the disaster of “Hut Great Britain's action wis hy ratemd  diMealtios when we  finaliy

“Rut whether or not your Governs contraband cotton by the preparation no meians instaptanesus, 1 was =0 tin tardily made up our minds to ke it
ment wctually  warned your cotton  oe yhe land for other crope from that that when o at last came i ~rongly determined action aiong the
growing States (hat such action by “The fair dealing and straaght ran- was not all effectinve tnes which we ought ta have followeil
the British authoritics was a proba- ning of the American  people  was “Rir William Raansay . miyselt and o ol which there !s such good reason
bility the fact re ns that it should shown in this wise: as the British Gove few uthers, with a large proportion of oo believ e that Americe expectod s to
not 'm-l\' have been o probability bt ernment never had complained against the peers, worked for eweht month follow, ®w' the very beginning wouid
a eertainty, and that had it heen talien the American Governmeat for malking and a halt, carrving on an agitation a e couscd o slight comment ol no
vorr could have Liad no valad cause for cotton contraband ot the time af your carnest aso o owe could omaioe e fone voad resentment in the Poited Bioate
complaln vl war, although its peopie sofferal wee fhoally  siecesdod n o getiine o URIE s Pl aof diticulay,

1t would bhave had 4 defivite precs with terrible severity as the resipt oo Hritk=hh Giovernment Viek RTTRRT A Ldeh i khes Hevessary for o as 1o

SAYS BERESFORD @

make what are calied arrangements
and agreements with certain neutral
nations, including, for example, Den-
mark, ia the result of our procrastina.
tion at the start. Had we acted mor
senuibly an infinite number of negotio:
tioma would have
which have been very necessary indecid
as things have stond :

“A completely efficient Blockade and
the declaration as contraband of every-
thing designed to help in the manu-
facture of munitions or
to Germany would have gettled every -
thing without any serious trouble,
But failing to realize thjs, or at leas:
falling to accomplish it,

Deen  NNeCessary

give comfor!

we drifted into

trouble.

“We lave decreed. and have hecn
abie to enforce our decree through onur
mastery of the scag, that ncutra! na-
tions shall be ‘rationed.' That ie. that
at least thoee which especially trade
with Germany shall not import into

thelr territory more supplies than they
were in the custom of importing before
the war began. Obviously this is tn
prevent the export to our enemies from
neutral importing nations of supplies
of whatever kind which

that enemy
may need.

“The amount of ailowed imports he-
ing limited under this ‘rationing’ ar-
rangement, we can rest assured thot
the nation nearest to the neutral na-
tion in which the port of fmport s

situated will ge: the henefit of the im.
portation and that our
not get the henecfit of it.

“In all trading agreements or pro-
posala the date of delivery i» most in-

enemies wil

portant Naturally the countries
nearest to Germany will get the Ger-
man trade. From this complications
may ariee. It may be that 1T, a Briton,

shou'd be among the first, |f not
first, to call attention to this fact.

“Is it not posaible that in the future,
after the war, those neutral

the

nation=

whe by this arrangement have heen
prohildted from srading with Germany
such  vations, for cxwnpl ws th
U'nited States and Span, may =
Uk

*Great Bras n gsed her mastery of
the sca while she was fighiting Ger
many to the advantage of a favered

fow and to the detrimeni of the greas

mass of neytrals who wer o far off
auccessfuily o compet wher  thi
reginations wich ghe ol down
s, while | have (e attent!on
the fact that wl nutions ntuersto
and understand the law of bloekad
and contraband of wav, and wihile

acknowlege that the dificalties of the
situation became great at once afteor
the outhredk of he war, T ma ntain
that e ourseves creatod  many  of
them.

“Internutional luw as a4 whole in-
ciuded the Declaration of Paris ot
not that of Lonwon) sml the Laited
Hiates Was ot evedr booandg by what

aovording to our Feading, (v ad imchude,
for from the tirst she refi=ed o aere:
ta it. The Declaration of 1804,
dealt with
enemy goods
“Thervefore
Nt

I'aris,

nentras Mags  covering

the U'n
in oa
uf

1ore

tead Stutes woyld

hnve been 1hos, 1o objeot

fien
o the L
&he

evidenced M

declaration
Ll aad, M

o jected,

gt )

the watld no

Have as

Was

the expectations of Lier State amd ey

Federul Agricultuml departmenis ol

fier chambers of commerce o which |
hve atinded

in Counci! of

already
“Our Order
1915, abrogated
Paris of 1868, the fourteen Hague con
ventiona of 1907 and
of London of 1008,
“To prove this 1 bave Lut to call o

March 11,

the Declaration of

the Declaration

tention to the fuct that on the 1=t of
Murch, 1815, the Prime Mmi=ter sauld
u the House of Commot s Her ap
ponents’ cmeaning by Cher opponciis
those of Germany, in other words i
Alles!). ‘have been driven to frame
retallatory mewsures in order, in ther
turn, to prevent commodities of any

kind from reaching or leaVing the Ger-
man Empire.

“In only one way could that have
been made effective. and that would
have been hy means of an etticien:

blockade and the declaration of abso-
lute comntraband
c“America is well
Britain cannot blockade ne
and our difficulty
mark and H mateh boun
dary frontiers with Germany Buat u
der that Order in Council, as thie
laration of Parie, 1844

that
nral

L arisen with Doy

anare Liteat

|l>i|-\

lamd. who

had been al

gated, we should have been entitled to

search for enemy goods tnder tral
tags., That would have placoed Ia
mark and Holland o o diterent ol

ditHenlt position with Germn
*As things were woe eould
WOALIMM . oWing 1o (AT 44T
-

our sitmation, amnd s onr natyral =y m-
pathy for small nothons, soch as Ih
marle and Hedka e nced s Wi
lowed an cnormeons amaount of raw
material used in the manufactute of
munitions atd other comfuvdities to o
nte Cermany, ecnabling her o con
Linge the Wi

“We vl e remeinia atd o do
w! weo coibd by oour foarbearamee
prevent a repetition i Iyevimeark aml
Holland of rman breatality to
ward =mall nationg which oppose Ler
wishies of which the world alremly Lias

ad =sufficientiy t

land and

Case

uf |

“Had we done,

vored few
we ougiit

ufterward

had the dith

nave

slnee so

whotn

to hav
did. W

.peqls!
Friie

wlgiam,

Montenegro

nt fHrs«t Wit
left ale

und

we
o done

¢ never wi

troubled us

ser

seacmplification

bia, Hol-

h the fa-
w hiat
what we
mld

have

ilties with neatrals which

I weked Lord Charles to express hime-

self definitely concerning the

altitude
general

andd
British

tn

[U'nited States,

oo |

believe

sald he. *1

your country and
an observant eve,
the sentimmem

tha

Lave Leen many
have travelled with

gentiment

e<timate for

t T know

I am sati

I8 with the Allles

ireat

ate fichting

zation,

aspirations

s“inve fte

friendship

question

of the British pe

wUr CoyEins 1n

sister

and

Britain

fur

of 1

eginniy

Hrita'n b

republic, s

"rance and

lherty and

ave bwon

o \Nnerivan

“Many =ide ws have
eonfuse the =ityution In
there are many tiermans an
populat.on, Lut T am conwvi
the great hewrt of the Amer

" ple heats as ot <

irely is a0

American
me the

toward the

America,”
timea {n

sfied that

of America as a whole

Iusasia
for clvill-
the chief

republle

urisen to

America and

Wng your
that
pen-

need

ican

in yoeur

o There can he no
whatsoever of the friendship
wple for you, who are
America.  I'rance, your

ur friend,

and Maly and Russia despite yvour dis-

agreements wit)

maay

th respes

‘Kritish

American

St

mefit in

tered sl

Preparut or

to SUppy

the Allles with 1

the latter nation not
VOArs ago regard dou wita
L ‘-|T|l|‘ wlmaration
friena It Vo a ]
pronoanced oo IR T
that an 1 e
Jrrih . I =0 mis it
idota i olr pracedure a
Prcahive of syvmpathy w
infriendlines Wit ]
L] Woal < inm
“ - A
oW ' "
o [} L) TH
! 1 82 Alnerica
ifs ' ' e Nmeri
W n side o (LI ¥
=l okl I
fighting. and At 1 o=he en
W 1 . ) thsarbed |
< that shea w I he unabie

nunitions

I asked hiun hae tl ] Ccause to
e [SITE
No “ ' vl 1 Mmaintain
rint Cre wWere Are Teasons why
vermany et \ L g g
=tiil In il to have America Join
hands with the Aljes in open hostility
to her America vl L i ZTreat as-
et to Germun furing peace negotia-
tan Vtuerioa s not suftered with
e Al 1 s Wil
It the la il 1 asked *wha
W be gained to the prozress of the
Wil it 1) r the A US (
M
Wi ! flehting 1 groat War
1l ! phied, “so that from it
e 1 Comne Omly the complete
destriaction of Prus=@an militariam can
make anvihine permanent peace
possible in Fuarope
“The war must be fo trhirnugh
v Hini=h 1 s whi Wi e muost
TIES e i \mie ans under
staniad
YT wh W | W
1= 1 o calnn!
i L I Y
tryman 1l i
Lovm] the i i ' bt [
wartild A HIAY 8 WP Al
For # vivtor f the A el o
Wil 1 ha (LN 8 | 1 U L A W
ot u de 3 1 Phal |
t oW ] an reermatie Jreca
%) ' Wl (LT 1©owaorhd |
el i T} At It
' i ol ! |
i A=l
Waoe oa \
e N 1 |
WilT \
e
11 [ 1 (] ] i \
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